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The 
First Printing in 
Domiunica 


Dominica is one of the islands of the British West 
Indies, coming under British sovereignty by cession 
from the French in 1763, with an agreement that 
land titles of French nationals would be protected. 

With the establishment of the functions of goy- 
ernment under British auspices came the printing 
press, the first printer on the island being William 
Smith, who established “The Dominica Gazette” at 
Charlotte-Town (Roseau), in July, 1765. No. 4 of 
this newspaper, dated August roth, 1765, is to be 
found in the Public Record Office. 

During this year the printing office produced, in 
addition to the issues of the newspaper, various 
proclamations and documents relative to the regis- 
tration of land titles, and copies of a number of 
these imprints have been preserved to us. 

By 1767, as we learn from the issue of July 18th 
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of that year (Vol. 2, No. 110), the name of the 
newspaper had been changed to “The Freeport 
Gazette or the Dominica Advertiser,’ and by 
1771 it had become “The Freeport Gazette or the 
Dominica Chronicle.” 

The years between 1778 and 1805 were marked 
by a number of French aggressions, which did not, 
however, eventuate in wresting the dominion from 
the British crown. During this period, however, a 
number of French newspapers sprang up, the first 
of them being the “Gazette des Petites Antilles.” 
The initial issue was dated November 25th, 1784, 
and bore the imprint: “Imprimé . . . au Bureau 
de J. Berrow.” 

Next came the “Courrier des Petites Antilles,” 
the publication of which was begun on July 24th, 
1790, “De l’imprimerie de J. Lowndes, 4 Roseau, 
Dominique.” It continued until January 29th, 
1791, and perhaps longer. 

The first issue of the “Furet Colonial et Revisor 
Universel” appeared on April 10, 1791, “De l’Im- 
primerie Du Furet Colonial, A Charlotte Ville— 
Dominique, Maison Moranci.” The spelling of 
this name was later changed to Morancy. This 
was apparently a bi-weekly, as the 52nd issue 
appeared on September 28th of the same year. A 
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copy of August 27th, 1792, is also in existence. 
How much longer it continued beyond this latter 
date is not known. Sextius Buffardin is said to have 
been its editor. 

The next Dominican newspaper of which we 
have record is the “Dominica Journal or Weekly 
Intelligencer,” edited by Alexander Dunbar, 
which was appearing in 1810. Then came the 
“Dominica Chronicle,” founded in 1813 by W. F. 
Stewart. It was discontinued June 13th, 1827. 

The “Dominica Colonist,” which was a long- 
lived and important newspaper, must have been 
founded about 1825, for No. 705 is dated March 
23rd, 1839. A new series continued until at least 
1868. 

In 1837 the “Dominica Standard” was estab- 
lished, and in 1839 “The Dominican” began publi- 
cation. This latter weekly also enjoyed long life. In 
1871, Joseph Blondel was editor; in 1873 A. R. C. 
Lockhart became editor-proprietor. In 1879 Theo- 
dore Righton took over its editorship. This news- 
paper continued until the time of his death in 1907. 

The later newspapers were quite numerous. 
Among them may be mentioned “The New Do- 
minican,” which appeared in 1871, “The Beacon,” 


established in 1875, and “The Dial,” which had its 
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beginnings about 1880. In 1884, Joseph H. Steber 
launched “The Dominica Guardian.” 

In 1905 “The Leeward Islands Free Press” be- 
gan a brief career under the direction of Norman 
S. Wilson, and soon after “The Voice of Do- 
minica,” fathered by W. W. Wyllis, started on 
another brief span of existence. “The Dominica 
Pioneer” was being published in 1911 and 1912. 

“The Dominica Chronicle,” founded in Janu- 
ary, 1909, and still edited by Father A. Finoulst is 
being published currently. The last of the addi- 
tions to the list of new papers on the island is “The 
Dominica Tribune,” established in May, 1924, 
with which the “Dominica Guardian” was con- 
solidated. The “Tribune-Guardian” is still being 
published regularly. Its editor is J. Ralph Casimir. 

At the present writing, therefore, the printing 
press has been active in Dominica for a hundred 
and sixty-seven years. 


